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Art - Mrs. Andry 
 
My name is Mrs. Andry and I am excited to introduce myself as the visual arts teacher. 
This is my second year teaching art, but my 15th year at Rosa Parks. I taught 3rd grade 
before switching to specials. I love painting, drawing, and getting creative with your 
children! 
 
I have loved having my fourth grade artists this quarter! Fourth grade students are beginning to gauge their 
ability in art compared with their peers. With this in mind, I like to try to vary my lessons so that students can 
be exposed to different techniques and materials. Where one student may specialize in painting, another will 
excel in drawing or collage. They are doing a wonderful job in my class and I want them to continue to feel 
that the art they do is special and appreciated.  
 
We started this quarter discussing expectations and routines for the art room. We discussed the importance 
of having a growth mindset when working on our art. It can be challenging, but we need to embrace the 
challenges as ways to grow.  Our first project was drawing a chameleon for Art-to-Remember. In this activity, 
we worked on proportion, line, pattern and contrast. I was so proud of them!  We also learned about 
prehistoric art and the stories these drawings tell about the past. The students drew bulls, mammoths, horses 
and other animals (inspired by the art in Lascaux Cave in France) and we used a marker and water to “paint” 
them. A bright yellow watercolor background gave a beautiful contrast.  One of my other favorites this 
quarter was our “Old Bear” composition. I will display these in the hallways in December. They involved 
printing with leaves in metallic paint, drawing a brown bear, and painting.  I love them! We are currently 
starting a self-portrait. Can’t wait to see how they turn out! 
 
I am looking forward to next quarter when we will begin to explore form and continue working with the 
elements of line and color. 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Library - Mrs. Hollinger 
 

Over the summer I rearranged our Fiction chapter book area into genre sections.  My hope is 
that students will find it easier to self-select books when they are separated by genre.  We 
began the year by learning more about the 8 genres we have represented in our library: 
Fantasy, Realistic Fiction, Humor, Historical Fiction, Scary Stories, Sports Stories, Mystery, 
and Animal Tales.   Please help stress the importance of reading everyday.  During this time, 
students should have free choice in what they read - take this opportunity to make it a family 
read-aloud time!  If you ever need book recommendations for your student or have any 

questions about the library, please feel free to contact me at katy.hollinger@fayette.kyschools.us 
 
Fourth graders continued using Biblionasium this quarter (the books they added last year are still there). 
Biblionasium is what I describe as “Goodreads for Kids.”  It is a social media site connected with Destiny, our 
library catalog.  Students can engage with their classmates and teachers  about the books they are reading 
(they do not have the ability to interact with anyone outside of RPE).  Biblionasium is a site where students 
can keep track of what they are reading.  They cannot, however, read books through this site.  Please ask 
your child to log in and show you the amazing things they are doing on Biblionasium! 
 
This quarter we also discussed many topics related to Digital Citizenship.  We talked about Internet Safety in 
general - why it’s important to keep private information off the internet and how to do that.  Students chose 
a topic to research (we will begin research next quarter) and we started learning about what sites on the 
internet are credible and trustworthy.  We will continue to discuss Digital Citizenship throughout the year. 
 
Coming Soon! 
● Scholastic Book Fair November 4th - 8th!  Family Night will be Monday, November 4 from 4:00-7:00 PM  

with pizza for sale in the cafeteria and dancing in the gym!  
● Visit our Book Fair website to add money to your child’s eWallet account or sign up to 

volunteer!  https://www.scholastic.com/bf/rpe19 
 

 

 

Music - Mrs. Lawson 
 
My name is Mrs. Lawson and this is my 16th year teaching at Rosa Parks and my 27th year 
overall. I have enjoyed working with your children and discovering their musical talents.  
 
Fourth grade students began learning how to play the recorder. The most difficult part is for 
them to remember to use their left hand. They are participating in Recorder Karate and have 
already earned 2 “belts”! Students are learning about music elements including form, tempo, dynamics and 
style. Students identified various styles of music including  Cripple Creek (folk song) and Dry Bones (African 
American Spiritual).   Students experienced the elements of drama by creating a Viennese Musical Clock. We 
also enjoyed working with our Rhythm clock. They read and then created rhythms to perform.  Music written 
for artistic expression was analyzed by students including Pacific 231 (Honegger), and Viennese Musical Clock 
(Kodaly).  Songs were played and sung alone and with others using simple notation and a varied repertoire 
including A Song For the Children, Rock Around the Clock, Yellow Rose of Texas, Ballad of the Boll Weevil, and 
So Long. 

mailto:katy.hollinger@fayette.kyschools.us
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Physical Education - Mr. Noble 
 

In Physical Education class we use the Dynamic Physical Education Curriculum, which has 
a four part lesson format; Introduction, Fitness, Focus and Game. Check it out for yourself 
here: http://dynamicpeasap.com/. Each week a new four part lesson is covered that lines 
up with the SHAPE national standards. During this first quarter we have focused on the 
physical and social benefits of exercise as well as the components of fitness.  We have 
accomplished this through jump rope activities, football throwing and catching skills, 

group fitness, basketball, soccer, baseball like games, scooter board hockey and parachute fitness.  
  
Our focus on fitness: Each week we cover a different component of fitness (muscular strength, flexibility and 
cardiovascular exercise) during our fitness part of the lesson.  Students actually perform the movements 
associated with the component of fitness being covered. We cycle through these three components from 
kindergarten on to ensure our students know how different types of exercise affect their body. 
  
We recently covered the skeletal system during class having everyone participate in a skeleton relay using 
rubber bones.  Specifically, students learned about the functions of the skeleton (allowing mobility, providing 
protection to our vital organs and supporting the weight of the body) and how to keep our bones strong and 
healthy. The students learned that exercising and consuming calcium (found in milk, cheese, yogurt and 
multi-vitamins) helps to make their bones strong. 
  
Skills to build on: Although we work on many different skills over a nine week period, there are some skills 
that you can help your son or daughter improve on at home.  Try practicing the following with them: 
overhand/underhand throwing a tennis ball, throwing a football (use a junior sized rubber or synthetic 
leather football, baseball (try Blitzball), basketball (use a 28.5” basketball and shoot on a 9’ tall goal), soccer 
(use a size 4 soccer ball) and jump rope skills (use a 8’ long jump rope for individual or a 16’ jump rope for 
group). Think about going on a nightly family walk or a bike ride together.  Families that exercise together, 
stay healthier together! 
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STEM Lab - Mr. Hollinger 
 
Our STEM Lab covers a range of areas including physical science, computer 
science, engineering, problem solving, and creativity.  We follow the NGSS 
(nextgenscience.org) and CSTA (csteachers.org/page/standards) standards. 
 
Our year started with a review of the scientific method while introducing our 4th 
grade science topic of energy.  Tying in to their classroom Amplify unit on 
energy, we introduced the forms of energy (Potential Energy - Gravitational, Chemical, Nuclear, Elastic / 
Kinetic Energy - Motion, Radiant, Thermal, Sound, Electrical).  We completed experiments using bouncing 
balls and heat to explore the transfer of energy from one form to another.  This brief introductory unit will 
allow us to have energy discussions throughout the year during other lessons. 
 
We switched gears to computer science to close out the first quarter.  The students were reintroduced (from 
last year) to the concepts of sequencing and loops through coding puzzles on CodeSpark*.  (CodeSpark, like 
all elementary programming, uses a block-based programming language.  Block-based programming allows 
students to be introduced to broader coding concepts without the language barriers and minutiae of a 
specific programming language.)  We continued beyond sequencing/loops and completed programming 
puzzles using events.  Some students moved quicker and practiced with conditionals as well. 
 
*CodeSpark allows teachers to use their platform for free.  They are able to do this by charging parents a 
small monthly fee if you want CodeSpark for at-home use.  It is a great programming platform for 
elementary-age students! 
 
Coming in the 2nd Quarter - Robotics Programming Competition using Evo Robots 

 

 

Technology - Mrs. Rukavina 
 

In 4th grade I try to give students the opportunity to complete or work on classroom 
activities. They have so much to do!  We may do research or begin/continue to type a 
story or other assignment from the classroom.  I give them a chance to do Reading Plus if 
it has been assigned for the week as well.  
 

We are and will continue to practice keyboarding.  Kids absolutely need to learn their way around a keyboard. 
The goal for 4th grade is to type 20 words per minute. We use a site called Typing.com. Their accounts are 
accessible through Clever/their Chrome accounts and they are able to access them at home as well, as long as 
they can sign in to their Chrome account.  We wrapped up the 1st quarter by doing some coding on Code.org. 
I want them to get more familiar with programming languages instead of just “blockly” so we put some filters 
on our selections and worked only with programs that allowed us to read or write using Java Script, or other 
written languages.  Little Dot adventure was a favorite.  

 


